
County Council                                       2022 Special Meeting                                  February 15, 2022 
                                                                      10:00 A.M. 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of the County Auditor, the public 
interests required that the Lake County Council, should be 
called to meet in special session at this time, for the purpose 
of considering the approval of Resolutions and Ordinances, a 
written notice was sent to each member of the Council, and 
proper advertisement made, and all other acts performed in 
accordance with the laws governing such matters. 

 
And now in obedience to such call, come Ted Bilski, President, David Hamm, Charlie Brown, Daniel 
Dernulc, Christian Jorgensen and Alfredo Menchaca County Councilpersons, together with Ray Szarmach, 
County Council Attorney. Councilwoman Christine Cid was absent. 
 
In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Approving the Refunding of the Lake County 2000 
Building Cooperation Ad Valorem Property Tax First Mortgage Bonds Series 2012 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Cid was absent. Motion 
to approve carried 6-yes, 1-absent. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance to Establish Responsible Business Practices and Submission Requirements for 

Projects Receiving Economic Incentives from Lake County, Indiana Second Reading, Deferred 2-8-2022 

 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. Cid 
was absent. Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 6-yes,1-absent. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance to Establish Responsible Bidding Practices and Submission for Submitting Bids 

to Perform Construction Work on Public Works Projects in Lake County, Indiana Second Reading, 

Deferred 2-8-2022 

 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. Cid 
was absent. Motion to approve on Second Reading carried 6-yes,1-absent. 
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Mayor of Crown Point Mayor Uran: Made presentation about a regional waste water utility project that 
would improve economic growth and business opportunities: 
 
The IFA under Mr. McGoff has given us an opportunity to look at a regional project. Under that regional 
project is an opportunity for up to a five-million-dollar match per application. They’ve looked at the fact that 
we could actually partner with you guys. With two different applications, the City of  
Crown Point can put five million in for this application and received a five-million-dollar match from the IFA 
through a swift grant. This is a transformational type of project that we have the opportunity to work with 
the state, using the ARP monies, to actually impact not only Crown Point but the South Lake County 
residents here today and the future residents who are going to call Crown Point or Lake County their home 
going forward. When you have more rooftops and disposable income, that’s an economic opportunity 
here. But the one thing we could do moving forward is get people off of septic and well water. The first 
phase is a South East corner plant that would open up opportunities for us to partner with the county and 
areas that are currently under those current conditions of a septic or have issues in wastewater treatment 
and have them become partners and do the city of Crown Point’s inventory of business and stakeholders. 
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to come in from the federal government to the state, to the locals, to 
build a partner and maximize having partnerships with the local, county, state and the federal government 
at the same time. Which generally doesn’t happen very often. If we can get your guys to be on board with 
this project, were about two years out from the plant being realized in the southeast corner of the city. 
Once we are able to do that, the most exciting part of this is that the Lake Michigan watershed ends right 
around 133rd Avenue, if we are able to have a treatment plant that returns water back to that plant, we’re 
then able to put more water from Lake Michigan in those homes and get people off well water. In the late 
90’s we switched from well water to Lake Michigan water and that has been absolute driving force of our 
growth for our community. It’s our job as elected officials to make sure that we’ve changed in today’s 
dynamic of infrastructure. If this project were to move forward, it would be a twenty to fifty-year investment 
in Lake County. 
 
Jorgensen: Could you could explain a little bit on the geographical area that’s going to be covered by this   

plant? 
 
Uran: The southeast corner of the city would build a treatment plant that can expand. By having this we 

would take over one million gallons off our current plant. 
 
Jorgensen: Do you already have a location in mind? Is that going to be an issue or is that something you’re 

going to have to figure out? 
 
Uran: It’s not going to be an issue. We do not have a contract in place for land acquisition yet. We want to 

make sure we have willing partners before we make that next step of pinpointing a land location. 
 
Jorgensen: How soon would that money have to be committed? 
 
Uran: We’re not asking you guys to deposit money right up front. We’re asking for you guys to have a 

resolution of support of those dollars and let us both do our due diligence and we’ll go through the 
application on your behalf through the IFA and upon approval, they’ll let us know when those deposits 
are due. 

 
Jorgensen: We can set something up between myself and our part of the committee here and any of the 

commissioners especially since they’re going to be involved. 
 
Bilski: Our committee here will set up a meeting with the commissioners. We’ll review it and bring it back to 
our attorneys who will draft a resolution. Allow us seven to vote on a resolution supporting this project and I 
think that’s what you’ll need to move forward.  
 
 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, it was moved and seconded that this Council 
does now adjourn, to meet again as required by law. 
 
 
 
 
   
    
          ____________________________ 
          President, Lake County Council 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________ 
John E. Petalas, 
Lake County Auditor 


