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WHEREAS, in the opinion of the County Auditor, the public 
interests required that the Lake County Council, should be 
called to meet in regular session at this time, for the purpose 
of considering additional appropriations, a written notice was 
sent to each member of the Council, and proper advertisement 
made, and all other acts performed in accordance with the 
laws governing such matters. 

 
And now in obedience to such call, come Ted Bilski, President, David Hamm, Charlie Brown, Daniel 
Dernulc, Christine Cid, Christian Jorgensen and Alfredo Menchaca County Councilpersons, together with 
Ray Szarmach, County Council Attorney. 
 
In the Matter of Minutes – July 15, 2021 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0.  

 
 

ORDINANCE # 1462 
 

Section 1.    Be It Ordained by the County Council of Lake County, IN., that for the expenses 
of the County Government and its institutions, the following sums of money are hereby 
appropriated and ordered set apart out of the several funds herein named and for the 
purposes herein appropriated, and shall be held to include all expenditures authorized  
to be made during the year unless otherwise expressly stipulated and provided by law. 
 
              Appropriation 
           Requested                         Appropriated 
 
     Public Safety CAGIT Fund 010 
 
Sheriff 0500 

44490 Other Equipment     $770,060.00        Deferred 9/14/2021 
           
 
           Child Support IV-D/FSSA Fund 297 
 
IV-D Court 3950 
41230 PERF – Deduction     $4,700.00   $4,700.00 
 
      CRF Emergency Rental Assistance Program Fund 339 
 
Economic Development 6100 
43150 Consultant Fee’s     $10,765.20   $10,765.20 
43190 Other Professional Service   $690,000.00   $690,000.00 
43995 Other Services & Charges    $3,900,000.00  $3,900,000.00 
   
Adopted this 10th day of August, 2021. 
 
 

TRANSFER OF FUNDS CERTIFICATE 
 

I, the proper legal officer of Lake County Council, Lake County, IN., hereby certify to  
the Auditor of Lake County, that the Lake County Council, approved the following transfers: 
 
        Requested                      Approved 
 
 
Emergency Management – 3500 
General Fund 001 
From: 001-42110 Office Supplies    $950.00             $950.00 
 001-42120 Lit. & Edu & Info & Ref Mat  $1,000.00   $1,000.00 
 001-42220 Garage & Motors   $3,000.00   $3,000.00 
To: 001-43231 Travel-Registration   $1,000.00   $1,000.00 
 001-43232 Travel Meals    $1,000.00   $1,000.00 
 001-43233 Travel-Lodging    $2,000.00   $2,000.00 
 001-43240 Telephone    $950.00   $950.00 
 
County Assessor – 0900 
General Fund 001 
From: 001-43190 Other Professional Service  $20,000.00   $20,000.00 
To: 001-44410 Furniture and Fixtures   $20,000.00   $20,000.00 
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Jail – 3100 
General Fund 001 
From: 001-41140 Protective Services   $700,000.00   $700,000.00 
To: 001-41100 Overtime    $700,000.00   $700,000.00 
 
Recorder – 0400  
General Fund 001 
From: 001-43910 Dues & Subscriptions   $650.00   $650.00 
To: 001-42110 Office Supplies    $650.00   $650.00 
 
Commissioners – 2900  
Payroll Court Judgement Fund 441 
From: 441-41398 Payroll Judgement   $8,400.00   $8,400.00 
To: 441-41230 PERF - Deduction   $8,400.00   $8,400.00 
 

NAY     AYE 
        Ted Bilski 
        David Hamm 
        Daniel Dernulc                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Alfredo Menchaca 
        Christine Cid 
        Charlie Brown 

Christian Jorgensen 
 

Additionals 
 

Made Motion  Seconded 
 
Public Safety CAGIT Fund 010 
Sheriff 0500 

($770,060)           Deferred to 9/14/2021     
           
Child Support IV-D/FSSA Fund 297 
IV-D Court 3950 ($4,700)  Jorgensen  Hamm   Majority voted yes. 
           Motion carried 7-0. 
 
CRF Emergency Rental Assistance Program Fund 339 
Economic Development 6100 
($4,600,765.20)   Brown   Hamm   Majority voted yes. 
           Motion carried 7-0. 
 

Transfers 
 

Made Motion  Seconded 
 
Emergency Management – 3500 
($4,950)    Brown   Cid   Majority voted yes. 
           Motion carried 7-0. 
County Assessor – 0900 
($20,000)    Hamm   Jorgensen  Majority voted yes. 
           Motion carried 7-0. 
Jail – 3100 
($700,000)    Dernulc  Jorgensen  Majority voted yes. 
           Motion carried 7-0. 
Recorder – 0400  
($650)     Menchaca  Cid   Majority voted yes. 
           Motion carried 7-0. 
Commissioners – 2900 
($8,400)    Hamm   Jorgensen  Majority voted yes. 
           Motion carried 7-0. 
 

In the Matter of Sheriff – 0500 – Create 1 New Line Item – Public Safety CAGIT Fund 010 – Deferred July 
 
010-0500-44490 Other Equipment 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Dernulc, to defer to 9/14/2021. Majority voted yes. Motion to defer 
carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Juvenile Court – 4100 – Revised 144 – Juvenile Probation Administration Fund 246 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Dernulc, to approve the following:  
 
     Present  Proposed  Difference 
39xxx-001 Supplemental Pay     -0-    $4,500   $4,500 
39xxx-002 Supplemental Pay     -0-    $4,500   $4,500 
39xxx-003 Supplemental Pay     -0-    $4,500   $4,500 
39xxx-004 Supplemental Pay     -0-    $4,500   $4,500 
39xxx-005 Supplemental Pay     -0-    $4,500   $4,500 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Juvenile Court – 4100 – Revised 144 – General Fund 001 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Cid, to approve the following: 
 
     Present  Proposed  Difference 
13608-002 Court Reporter  $41,362  $39,571  -$1,791 
13608-001 Court Reporter  $34,778  $36,569   $1,791 
 
Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of County Court Div. 1 – 4030 – Revised 144 – General Fund 001  
 
     Present  Proposed  Difference 
11021-001 Commissioner      -0-   $91,353  $91,353 

 

WITHDRAWN 
 
In the Matter of Commissioners – 2900 – Create 1 New Line Item – Payroll Court Judgement Fund 441 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve the following new line item: 
 
441-2900-41230 PERF – Deduction   
 
Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 

In the Matter of Citizen Appointments – Town of Lowell Public Library Board – Deferred May, June & July 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to open up nominations and fill the vacancy for the 
remainder of the term. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to open nominations. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 
7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion to nominate LeAnn Angerman. 
 
Dernulc made the motion to close nominations. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to seat LeAnn Angerman. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
seat carried 7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made motion, seconded by Hamm, to extend nomination to the next term beginning in October. 
Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to open nominations. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 
7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion to nominate LeAnn Angerman. 
 
Dernulc made the motion to close nominations. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to seat LeAnn Angerman. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
seat carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Grant Applications & Grant Approvals – Grant Oversight Committee – Indiana Department 
of Transportations – FY 2021-2022 Community Crossings Matching Grant Fund – Lake County Highway 
Department 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Menchaca, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Grant Applications & Grant Approvals – Grant Oversight Committee – US Department of 
Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Management Agency – FY 2021 Emergency Management 
Performance Grant (EMPG) Salary Grant – Lake County Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
Agency 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Grant Applications & Grant Approvals – Grant Oversight Committee – US Department of 
Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Management Agency – FY 2021 Emergency Management 
Performance Grant (EMPG) Competitive Grant – Lake County Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management Agency  
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Grant Applications & Grant Approvals – Grant Oversight Committee – US Department of 
Homeland Security/Federal Emergency Management Agency – FY 2022 Hazardous Materials Emergency 
Preparedness (HMEP)Grant – Lake County Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Non-Binding Review – IC 6-1.1-17-3.6 – Estimated Maximum Levy 2022 and Estimated 
Circuit Breaker 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Brown, to open the Non-Binding Review. Majority voted yes. Motion 
to open the review carried 7-0.  
 
IC 6-1.1-17-3.6: County fiscal body review of levy limits and tax reductions from credits; meeting by county                        
                           Fiscal body; recommendations 
 

Sec. 3.6 (a) At the first meeting of the county fiscal body in August, the county fiscal body shall review            
                    the following: 

 
(1) The estimated levy limits provided by the department of local government finance under IC 6-1.1-

18.5-24 
 

(2) The estimate provided by the department of local government finance under IC 6-1.1-20.6-11.1 of 
how each taxing unit’s distribution of property taxes will be reduced by credits under IC 6-1.1-20.6. 

 
(b) The county fiscal body may request that representatives from the taxing units located within the 

county attend the meeting described above 
 
(c) The county fiscal body must allow a representative of a taxing unit that attends the meeting 

described above to comment on the taxing unit’s proposed budgets, tax levies, and tax rates for the 
ensuing calendar year. 

 
(d) After the county fiscal body has held the meeting required by this section, the county fiscal body 

may prepare and distribute a written recommendation for taxing units in the county. If the county 
fiscal body does not prepare a written recommendation, the minutes of the meeting held under this 
section shall be distributed by the county auditor to all taxing units in the county after the minutes 
have been approved by the county fiscal body.  

 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to confirm that all County Council members have read 
Exhibit A. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
Bilski asked if there were any taxing units that would like to address the Council to remonstrate or speak in 
favor of the review. 
 
No remonstrators were present. 
 
Bilski asked if there was any one from the public that would like to address the Council to remonstrate or 
speak in favor of the review. 
 
No remonstrators were present. 
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Bilski asked if any of the Council would like to comment. 
 
There were no Council comments. 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to close the review. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 
7-0. 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Brown, to direct the Auditor to distribute the minutes to all taxing units 
after they have been approved. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
 
In the Matter of Awards – Announcement of Syd Garner Scholarship Recipient  
 

No Action 
 
In the Matter of Resolution Proclaiming September as Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Brown, to approve.  Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution in Support of September as Prostate Cancer Awareness Month 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Brown, to approve.  Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Proclaiming September as National Suicide Prevention Awareness Month  
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Brown, to approve.  Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution in Support of the Women’s Veterans Memorial 
 
Cid made the motion, seconded by Brown, to approve. Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. Jennifer 
Ruth Green, resident of Crown Point,  
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In the Matter of Resolution Permitting the Superior Court of Lake County, County Division - Room 2 To 
Pay an Outstanding 2020 Invoice/Debt in the Amount of $350.00 from the 2021 Budget 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Cid, to approve.  Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution Amending Resolution 21-33, the Resolution Declaring Fund Dormant and 
Transfer Remaining Cash Balances to the Appropriate Funds by the Addition of the Following Funds 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve.  Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Resolution of the Lake County Council Requiring that Certain Townships Within Lake 
County Indiana Shall Receive a Specified Amount of the Tax Revenues Distributed Pursuant to I.C. 6-3.6-
6-8 for the Year of 2022 
 
Jorgensen made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve.  Majority voted yes. Motion carried 7-0. 
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In the Matter of Ordinance Amending Ordinance 1459B, the Ordinance Declaring Funds Not Created by 
Ordinance as Dormant and Inactive Shall be Amended by the Addition of the Following Funds 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. Motion 
to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried.  
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In the Matter of Ordinance Amending Ordinance 1459C, the Ordinance Declaring Fund Dormant and 
Inactive and Repealing the Ordinances Establishing the Funds Shall be Amending by the Addition of the 
Following Funds 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. Motion 
to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Hamm made the motion, seconded by Jorgensen, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried.  
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In the Matter of Ordinance Amending the Ordinance Establishing the Lake County Elected Officials 
Training Fund, a Non-Reverting Fund, Ordinance No. 1336C 
 
Menchaca made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve on First Reading. Majority voted yes. Motion 
to approve on First Reading carried 7-0. 
 
Menchaca made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to Suspend Rules. Majority voted yes. Motion to 
Suspend Rules carried 7-0. 
 
Menchaca made the motion, seconded by Hamm, to approve on Second Reading. Majority voted yes. 
Motion to approve on Second Reading carried.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



County Council                                       2021 Regular Meeting                                           August 10, 2021 
                                                                             10:00 A.M. 

Acknowledgments: 
 
Bilski acknowledged the USA Olympic Men’s Basketball Head Coach, Gregg Popovich, born in East 
Chicago and a Merrillville Graduate whose team won the Gold Medal in Japan. He also sent 
congratulations to all American Athletes who represented and all those who won gold, silver and bronze 
medals.  
 
Dr. Vavilala comments in regards to COVID:  
 
“About 47% to 50% of the Lake County residents have been vaccinated. We have a lot of vaccines 
available; Pfizer, Moderna and Johnson & Johnson which are also available at the Lake County Health 
Department. Anyone can come and get vaccinated and they won’t even need an appointment. As far as 
the current COVID-19 statistics, lately we have been seeing a trending up of the COVID positivity rate, 
especially in the past couple of weeks. There are five parameters that the Indiana State Department of 
Health follows: The first one is the positivity rate, which we have been seeing an increase in the numbers. 
Second one would be the emergency room visits, which we have been seeing an increase in the numbers. 
Third one is the hospitalization rate, which we have been seeing an increase in the numbers. Fourth one is 
the ICU bed availability, which is holding steady. The fifth and the final number is the mortality rate, which 
has not gone up. So, three out of the five parameters have gone up. So overall the county numbers, in 
terms of positivity, have gone up and this is a tread that we are seeing across the entire nation not 
necessarily just in the county. As of right now, 90% of the positivity cases are from the Delta virus which is 
much quicker to transmit. It is highly transmissible hence the reason it is spreading so fast among the 
people. This is what has caused the trend of the color code of Lake County to go from blue to yellow 
starting last Wednesday. The Richard Fairbanks school of Public Health, which closely monitors these 
numbers, is predicting that over the next few weeks we might see an increase in the numbers. At the 
health department, we have been receiving a lot of questions from the local schools and the local school 
boards asking us for the specific data within their zip code. We are doing our best to try to work with the 
Indiana State Department of Health to provide them to this data. But one thing we need to know is, I think 
our position should be mostly based on the tread in the entire county not necessarily just what’s happening 
in our backyard. What we need to understand is if a virus can cross the ocean, I’m sure it can cross Route 
30. I know these are very tough decisions, and we understand as the health department, but these are 
tough times. We have to make the tough decisions that are going to help our community as well as our 
students. It is for all our benefits to have our students an uninterrupted in school learning. Hopefully, we 
could all make decisions that could support good schooling for the children. The second question which we 
are also facing is, “How come the Lake County Health Department does not mandate certain things now?” 
As we did until a few months ago. For those people who are unaware, there is a new law which has been 
passed in the legislature called “SB 5” which only basically only gives the local health departments the 
authority to recommend to the Council as to what we basically believe is advisable as far as the Health is 
concerned. We cannot mandate anything. We would be happy to recommend what we believe is the right 
thing. I know it is not right to have the non-medical people to have to make medical decisions but this is a 
law that has already been passed. As of right now, we at the local health board, we can recommend what 
would be good for the county and the schools but we cannot mandate anything as I have done in the past. 
We have called a board meeting today for the health department but unfortunately, we did not have a 
quorum. We did not have four people. We just had three people who came to the meeting so we are 
unable to put out any recommendations from the Health department at least today. We will be meeting in 
the next couple of weeks again. We will do our best to actively take part in this and to give all advice, and 
we will be reaching out to the Council to see which way you would want to proceed.” 
 
Public comments:  
 
Doctor Debra McCullough stated that she hopes to address the council with the statistics of what has been 
done by the board so that can proceed and give more information to the schools.  
 
Hanover Township Trustee Kevin Toth thanked the Council on behalf of all the Trustees for passing the 
Resolution for the CAGIT Funds. 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, it was moved and seconded that this Council 
does now adjourn, to meet again as required by law. 
 
 
 
 
   
          ____________________________ 
          President, Lake County Council 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________ 
John E. Petalas, 
Lake County Auditor 


